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1. Scope

This SOP describes the procedure for reporting incidental pathological findings.

2. Procedures

The CenTRI facility staff are not trained, qualified to detect, or diagnose pathological findings. The
facility does not have an in-house radiologist to routinely review images, and research radiographic
imaging protocols generally do not include a full set of clinical images, which limits the ability to
detect abnormalities. Therefore, the ability to detect incidental pathological findings are limited
to the research protocol and to the training, experience of the CenTRI technologist, and study
investigators. An incidental finding may be detected at the time of the scan or may be found
by the investigator during image review. It is both the CenTRI technologist’s and investigator’s
responsibility to report and follow up on any abnormalities detected.

a. Procedure for Reporting Incidental Pathological Findings:
Facility and Staff Responsibilities

� If the CenTRI techonologist confirms any abnormality during the scan:

– Additional scan acquisitions should be avoided unless the CenTRI technologist deems
it necessary to confirm or rule out the presence of an abnormality.

– If an incidental finding is confirmed, the principal investigator of the study must be
notified.

– Additional scans will not be performed by the CenTRI technologist to follow up on
incidental findings.

b. Procedure for Reporting Incidental Pathological Findings:
Principal Investigator Responsibilities

� If the CenTRI technologist detects an incidental finding, the principal investigator of the
study will be notified. Alternatively, the investigator’s research support staff may identify
an incidental finding at a later time and notify the investigator of their finding.

� Once the investigator has been made aware of an incidental finding, it is their responsibility
to follow-up with the patient/volunteer and notify them of the finding.
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